VANSITTARTISM

Germany is considered now, and naturally
with great reason, as the arch criminal among
nations. Such megalomania, such lust for wan-
ton cruelty, such wild sadism, such abnormal
velleities no people, it is said, have ever evinced
anywhere on the face of the earth: the manner
and the extent of it all are appalling. Hitler is
not die malady; removal of the Fuehrer will
not cure Germany. The man is only a sign and
a symbol. The whole nation is corrupt to the
core: it has been inoculated with a virus that
cannot be eradicated. The peculiar German
character that confronts and bewilders us now,
is not a thing of today or even of yesterday;
it has been there since Tacitus remarked it*
Even Germans themselves know it very well;
the best among them have always repudiated
their mother country. Certainly there were
peoples and nations that acted at times most
barbarously and inhumanly. The classical
example of the Spanish Terror in America is
there. But all pales into insignificance when
compared to the German achievement and
ideal in this respect.   For here is a people
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